
 

 

 

 

 

Usual duration of supply as 
determined by prescriber 

 
 

 

Usual duration of supply as 
determined by prescriber 

 
 

 

Usual duration of supply 
as determined by 

prescriber 
 
 

 

Prescriber to 
determine safe 

quantity to supply 
on an individual 
patient basis*  

 

Decision Aid for Appropriate Prescription Duration 
 
 

Complete a structured medication review 
and simplify where appropriate 

 
 

Is the patient at risk of overdose? 
 
 

 

Prescriber to determine safe 
quantity to supply on an individual 

patient basis depending on the 
patients support at home or in a 

care home 
 

 
 

Are the patient’s medicines likely 
to change in the next 4 weeks? 

 
 

 

Is the patient at risk of being 
confused or forgetful in taking 

their medicines? 
 
 

 

Short duration supply until 
patients’ medication is stable 

 
 

 

Does the patient have a carer or relative 
who can store the medicines safely 

until they are needed?  
 

Is the patient in Residential Care or 
receiving regular paid carer 

support at home? 
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No 
 
 

 

Yes 
 
 

 

No 
 
 

 

No 
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Yes 
 
 

 

No 
 
 

 

No 
 
 

 

This flowchart is not exhaustive and is not intended to replace clinical and personal knowledge of the patient’s circumstances.  
 
*See FAQs.  
 
The provision of short duration supply remains the discretion of the prescriber although a discussion should be undertaken with other 
key providers such as community pharmacy, nurses, and carers where appropriate.  
 
If an MCA is appropriate for the patient then consideration should be given to pharmaceutical stability of the medicines and if any 
would be unstable if left in a tray for 6 weeks. 
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