
URGENT - Product Recalls - Alimentum® & Elecare® 
 
We have been notified of the following product recalls due to concerns relating to potential bacterial contamination 
(see below notifications from Abbott & MHRA) of: 

• Alimentum® - Herts 1st line extensively hydrolysed formula (EHF) for cow’s milk protein allergy (CMPA)  

• Elecare® - a specialist amino acid CMPA formula (generally requested by a dietitian and not one of Herts 
agreed formulas).  

 

This recall requires immediate action by practices in accordance with the advice provided below. Abbott and 

MHRA guidance to caregivers is to immediately discontinue use of the product and return it to the place of 
purchase/dispensing pharmacy.  
 

If Alimentum is prescribed currently: 

• End Alimentum® prescription(s). 

• Prescribe the same quantity of SMA Althera® (still a Herts agreed formula). 

• Send text message to parent/caregiver – see below for suggested text**. 

• The product may taste different but is equivalent to the current prescribed CMPA formula. 

• If SMA Althera® is not tolerated (or has not been in the past) the alternative, depending on age, is: 
o Nutramigen 1® with LGG (birth to 6 months) 
o Nutramigen 2® with LGG (age 6-12 months) 
o Nutramigen 3® with LGG (over 12 months of age) 

Nutramigen LGG® range is lactose free and the dietitians may request this if they are concerned the child 
may not tolerate Althera® due to lactose related diarrhoea.    

• Practices should not switch to an amino acid formula in these circumstances unless a dietitian from 
Hertfordshire Community Trust (HCT) has given clear clinical reasoning - such as faltering growth or severe 
CMPA with no symptom resolution on an EHF. 

 

If Elecare is prescribed currently: 

• End Elecare® prescription(s). 

• Prescribe the same quantity of either SMA Alfamino® or Nutramigen Puramino® (both are Herts agreed 
amino acid formulas and either may be prescribed instead of Elecare®). 

• Send text message to parent/caregiver – see below for suggested text**. 

• Practices should contact the managing dietitian (or refer if no longer on caseload) if the patient does not 
tolerate SMA Alfamino® and Nutramigen Puramino®. The managing dietitian will then advise on the most 
appropriate alternative product.   

 
Whilst soya formula is not recommended first line for CMPA, it is possible some parents may wish to change to SMA 
Wysoy (as an alternative to Alimentum or Elecare). If the parent makes this choice, SMA Wysoy should be purchased 
over the counter. It is not suitable for children under the age of 6 months (due to phytoestrogen content) nor if the 
child also has an allergy to soya.   
 
We have contacted suppliers of our preferred alternative milk substitutes listed above and have been assured stock is 
available to switch patients.  Please do let us know if you experience an issue with supply or obtaining these 
alternatives. For HVCCG contact Ruth Hammond ruth.hammond3@nhs.net , in ENHCCG contact Heather Nunn 
h.nunn@nhs.net . 
 
**Suggested text message to parent/caregiver: 
Alimentum/Elecare (delete as appropriate) prescribed for ……. (add name of child) has been recalled as a precaution 
by the manufacturer. We have issued an alternative prescription. Please return your remaining tins of 
Alimentum/Elecare (delete as appropriate) to your community pharmacy. The product may taste different but is 
equivalent to your current prescribed milk formula.  
 
 

https://www.hweclinicalguidance.nhs.uk/all-clinical-areas-documents/download?cid=2141&checksum=5d6646aad9bcc0be55b2c82f69750387
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